THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.
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kings of the Lombards and of the Franks, was probably
merely because these tides seemed insignificant compared
to that of Roman Emperor.

In this supreme tide, as has been said, all lesser honours
were blent and lost, but custom or prejudice forbade the
German king to assume it till actually crowned at Rome
by the Pope6. Matters of phrase and title are never un-
important, least of all in an age ignorant and super-
stitiously antiquarian: and this restriction had the most
important consequences. The first barbarian kings had
been tribe-chiefs; and when they claimed a dominion
which was universal, yet in a sense territorial, they could
not separate their title from the spot which it was their
boast to possess, and by virtue of whose name they ruled.
* Rome,' says the biographer of St. Adalbert,' seeing that
she both is and is called the head of the world and the
mistress of cities, is alone able to give to kings imperial
power, and since she cherishes in her bosom the body of
the Prince of the Aposdes, she ought of right to appoint
the Prince of the whole earthf.' The crown was there-
fore too sacred to be conferred by any one but the supreme
Pontiff, or in any city less august than the ancient capital.
Had it become hereditary in any family, Lothar I's, for
instance, or Otto's, this feeling might have worn off;
as it was, each successive transfer to a new dynasty, to
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* Hence the numbers attached to
the names of the Emperors are often
different in German and Italian
writers, the latter not reckoning
Henry the Fowler nor Cornad I.
So Henry III (of Germany) calls
himself * Imperator Henricus Se-
cundos;* and all distinguish the
years of their regmim from those
of the xngerium. Cardinal Baro-

nins will not call Henry V anything
but Henry III, not recognizing
Henry IV's coronation, because it
was performed by an antipope.
f Life of S. Adalbert (written
at Rome early in the eleventh
century, probably by a brother of
the monastery of SS. Boniface and
Alexius) in Pertz, 3f. (?. H. iv.